
Monroe News - 05/02/2023 Page : A03

May 11, 2023 10:43 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

MONROENEWS.COM | TUESDAY, MAY 2, 2023 | 3A

Weather: Eric Snodgrass has fore-
cast gradual warmer and drier weather
starting late this first week of May. The
cool and wet start to the growing season
has one benefit of slow insect develop-
ment, as insects are cold-blooded. Now
that May is here, farmers and gardeners
should ignore minimum soil temper-
atures and plant according to other fac-
tors: soil condition, plant tolerance to
low temperatures, etc. 

The MSU Enviroweather station at
Applewood Orchards at Deerfield is re-
porting (corn) degree day totals for
2023, from March 1 to April 20, at 195
GDD (base 50 F) as compared to 180
GDD of last year, and the six-year aver-
age of 180.6 GDD.

Corn: Corn requires about 100 to 120
GDD to emerge, which means that both
air and soil temperatures have a large
influence on corn emergence timing
from the soil. A interesting project is to
flag emerging corn seedlings and see the
timing of plants in a row or adjacent
rows. Former corn world recordholder
Francis Childs, at a meeting at Cabela’s
years ago, said he wanted corn plants to
come up like “soldiers in a row,” meaning
all uniform and all germinating within 18
hours. A “runt” plant is like a runt pig,
which seem to never catch up to the oth-
er plants/pigs.

New corn yield: A new corn yield
contest category of nitrogen manage-
ment will begin this year as a part of the
National Corn Growers annual yield

found on the southern slopes of light
colored, sandy soils, which warm up
more quickly than darker and heavier
soils.

Earth Day and Arbor Day: These
days reminds everyone living in South-
east Michigan of the fragility of our
planet and the soil, water and air. How-
ever, one thing few people think about
and an “elephant in the room” is the
karst geology in Monroe County and
Southeast Michigan. 

Think of the videos of a sinkhole
swallowing a house in Florida, or the
Corvettes in a sinkhole in Bowling
Green, Kentucky, and realize that we
have the same bedrock geology as those
areas. In nearby Ontario, people died
and others went to jail because of con-
tamination of the groundwater. Hun-
dreds of people got sick in Put-in-Bay
several years ago due to contamination
of the drinking water due to karst. 

Thank goodness we have never had
such a disaster as these, though we have
had some incidents and a close call
about 15 years ago on U.S. 23 near “Big
Sink.” Sinkholes run from southwest to
northeast in Monroe County, while arte-
sian wells and springs run from north-
west to southeast Monroe County. The
most noteworthy are “Big Sink” in Whi-
teford Township and “Great Sulfur
Spring” in Erie Township, although
there are documented locations of ei-
ther found in Bedford, Ida, LaSalle,
Summerfield, Dundee, Raisinville,
Monroe, Milan and Berlin townships
that I can think of offhand. And sink-
holes also extend partly into Lenawee,
Lucas, Washtenaw and Wayne counties.

Ned Birkey is an MSU Extension edu-
cator emeritus and a regular contrib-
utor to The Monroe News.

contest. This pilot category is open to
the first 100 entries from the Midwest
states, including Michigan and Ohio.
Essentially, no more than 180 pounds of
actual N can be applied and subject to
details about any N applied to a previous
crop and the source of N, including ma-
nures, compost, and synthetic and bio-
logical sources. Right now, I anticipate
having an N rate study at the MCCC Stu-
dent Ag Farm this year and hopefully an
August field day.

Wheat diagnostic testing: This test
is free of charge, thanks to the Michigan
Wheat Program. This annual benefit is
designed to help wheat farmers identify
the cause of problems and get a diagno-
sis from Michigan State University’s
Plant Diagnostic Laboratory (which was
not shut down like the Soil and Plant
Nutrient Lab). The lab will diagnose
general crop health, culture fungal and
bacterial pathogens, test for viruses, an-
alyze for nematodes, and detect and
identify insect pests. For more informa-
tion, forms and instructions, simply
google Michigan Wheat Program.

Insects: Insects such as bean leaf
beetles, grubs, wireworm, seedcorn
maggots and alfalfa weevils have had to
bide their time until temperatures warm
up. Now that May is here and warmer
temperatures are forecast, we can ex-
pect hungry insect feeding, depending
upon the food source. Many insects are
not crop-specific, but will feed upon nu-
merous plants available. Remember
that most insects are considered bene-
ficial insects, so farmers and homeown-
ers should not treat all insects as the
“bad guys.” The Chinese lady bug, even
though they bite and are a nuisance in
the house over the winter, is a beneficial
insect, as they feed upon aphids. Some
soil insects, such as wireworm, can be

County has sinkholes, artesian wells, springs
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The parents of Bethany Cousino
and Josh Stoltenberg announce the
couple’s engagement.

The bride-elect lives in South Lyon
and is the daughter of Dean Cousino of
Monroe and the late Coliss R. (Drodt)
Cousino. The future bridegroom is the
son of Dean Stoltenberg of Brighton
and John and Kimberly Loranger of
Byron.

The bride-elect is a 2007 graduate
of St. Mary Catholic Central High
School. In 2011, she earned a Bachelor
of Science degree in exercise science
from Adrian College. She received a
paramedic license in 2021 and is a full-
time paramedic for Emergent Health
Partners, including Huron Valley Am-
bulance in Ann Arbor. She also is em-
ployed part-time by Monroe Commu-
nity Ambulance.

The future bridegroom is a 2004
graduate of Hartland High School,
Hartland. He earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in criminal justice from the Uni-
versity of Michigan, Flint. He works for
Ford Motor Co. in Flat Rock.

A Sept. 9 wedding is planned.

COUSINO-STOLTENBERG
ENGAGEMENT

Bethany Cousino and Josh
Stoltenberg PROVIDED 

Five local students received $1,000
college scholarships from Monroe Com-
munity Credit Union.

Recipients were: Grace Morin, a stu-
dent at Central Michigan University;
Alexis Cowell, Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity; Erika Bressler, Pittsburgh Ballet
Theatre graduate program; Kyle Paf-
ford, a Monroe High School senior who
plans to attend Liberty University; and
Emily Worden, a Mason High School
senior who plans to attend the Univer-
sity of Toledo.

“We are thrilled to support the edu-
cation of these outstanding students,”
Kristine Brenner, CEO of MCCU, said.
“By investing in their futures, we are in-
vesting in the future of our community.”

A scholarship award ceremony took
place on April 19 at MCCU’s board room.

“The winners were recognized for
their achievements and received their
scholarships in front of an audience of
the MCCU board of directors, scholar-
ship committee and executive leader-
ship team,” MCCU said in a news re-
lease.

The annual scholarship program
honors local students who demonstrat-
ed academic excellence and community
involvement. This year, the program
was opened to college students, in addi-
tion to high school seniors.

Applicants submitted an essay an-
swering one of three prompts.

“The scholarship committee was im-
pressed with the quality of the submis-
sions and the passion that students ex-
pressed in their essays,” MCCU said.

Credit union awards five scholarships
The Monroe News

USA TODAY NETWORK

Kyle Pafford (left) was among five
local students who received a college
scholarship from Monroe Community
Credit Union. Not pictured are
scholarship recipients Grace Morin,
Alexis Cowell, Erika Bressler and Emily
Worden. PROVIDED BY MONROE COMMUNITY

CREDIT UNION 

Government meetings

WEDNESDAY
Rockwood City Council: 7 p.m.,

Rockwood Municipal Building, 32409
Fort St., Rockwood. 

Brownstown Township Downtown
Development Authority Work Session:
4 p.m., Brownstown Township Hall,
21313 Telegraph Road, Brownstown
Township.

Raisinville Township Board: 7 p.m.,
Raisinville Township Hall, 96 Ida-May-
bee Road. 

Upcoming events

If you have a community or enter-
tainment event to report to The Monroe
News, please email it to events@mon-
roenews.com ; or mail or drop off in the
lobby at The Monroe News, 20 W. First
St., Monroe, MI 48161.

All event and meeting notices must
arrive to the newsroom at least one
week before the event or reservation
deadline.

Events at sportsmans club
DUNDEE – The Dundee Sportsmans

Club, 2300 Plank Road, has set two
events.

A “Shoot What You Carry” class will
take place from noon to 6:30 p.m. Mon-
days for 10 weeks, starting May 1.

The cost is $30.
To sign up, call George at 734-355-

6023 or the club at 734-529-3581.
Trap shooting events will take place

from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursdays in May.
The cost is $5 for adults and $4 for

children.
Class to meet
Plans for the 50th class reunion this

fall for the Class of 1973 at Monroe
Catholic Central High School will be
discussed at the next gathering at 5:30
p.m. May 9 at Jerry’s Frenchtown Bar &
Grill, 2932 N. Dixie Highway.

Dinner and discussion about the re-
union slated Sept. 15-17 are planned. Af-
ter May, the bimonthly class get-to-

The Monroe Classic Bicycle Show &
Swap will take place from 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. May 7 at the Monroe County Fair-
grounds.

For more information, email mon-
roebikeshow@hotmail.com or visit
www.monroebikeshow.com.

Marine Detachment meeting
The monthly meeting of the Marine

Corps League Detachment #157 will
meet at 7 p.m. May 8 at the Monroe Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post, 400 Jones
Ave.

Car club to meet
The Floral City Model A group has set

several events.
A club meeting will take place at 7

p.m. May 4 at Monroe Center for
Healthy Aging, 15275 S. Dixie Highway.

Members will take part in a Shake-
down Tour, beginning at 10:30 a.m. May
6 at McDonald’s. The destinations will
be determined. The rain date is May 7.

A club breakfast will take place at 9
a.m. May 10 at Benny’s.

At noon May 10, the club will visit the
auto shop at Monroe High School.

Camera club to meet 
TOLEDO – The Toledo Camera Club,

which has several Monroe County
members, meets twice monthly. The
next meetings are 7 p.m. May 8 and 22
at Ohio Living Swan Creek, 5916 Cres-
thaven Lane. Members will show their
digital and print photos. Meetings also
include programs on different kinds of
photos and photography techniques.
Competitions also are offered, and
members are grouped by skill level.

Toledo Camera Club was founded in
1904. Membership is open to anyone
age 16 and older who has an interest in
photography, wants to socialize with
others with similar interests. Guests are
welcome. The club serves Northwest
Ohio and Southeast Michigan.

Meetings are held at 7 p.m. the sec-
ond and fourth Mondays of each
month, September through May.

For more information, visit toledo.vi-
sualpursuits.com.

gethers will take the summer off and re-
sume in October, Mark Ferguson, one of
the organizers, said. Further informa-
tion is available by contacting him at
770-6609. 

Antique and flea market
ASH TOWNSHIP – The semi-annual

Antique and Flea Market, to benefit the
Flat Rock Historical Society, will take
place from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. May 7 at Flat
Rock Speedway, 14041 Telegraph Road.

More than 200 dealers will be fea-
tured. Parking and admission are free.
No pets will be permitted.

Proceeds will raise money for the
museum complex.

"We have been holding this event for
49 years," Lila Fedokovitz from the Flat
Rock Historical Society said.

For more information, visit flatrock-
history.org or call 734-782-5220.

Hazardous waste collection
A household hazardous waste col-

lection will take place from 3 to 7 p.m.
May 9 at the Monroe Charter Township
Hall, 4925 E. Dunbar Road.

Sock hop planned
ERIE – A ‘50s Sock Hop Party will

take place May 6 at St. Joseph Catholic
School gym, 2238 Manhattan. Doors
will open at 5:30 p.m.

The event is a fundraiser for the
school.

Donations needed
The In the Spirit of Giving program at

St. Mary Catholic Church is in urgent
need of several items: couches, dining
room tables and chairs, lamps, pots and
pans, bath towels, blankets, new bed
pillows, and small appliances like toast-
ers, coffeemakers, slow cookers and mi-
crowave ovens. To learn how to donate,
call Lorie at 734-241-6088 or Paul at
734-693-4649.

Tractor association to meet
IDA – The Southeast Michigan An-

tique Tractor & Engine Association will
hold a membership meeting at 7 p.m.
May 7 at Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church.

Bicycle Show & Swap
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107.9 FM. Currently, the studio facility at
the high school is being rebuilt and up-
graded, thanks to some grant funding.
Upgrades include a new broadcast tow-
er, sound tiles, and more streamlined
and user-friendly equipment.

In the meantime, the station’s radio
license is set to expire on May 23. Davis
said that the need to complete renova-
tions is urgent, but finding experienced
professionals to do the job has been dif-
ficult.

“There are not a lot of radio engineers
to be found,” she said.

Though not all students in the pro-
gram plan to pursue careers in radio, Da-
vis said the program benefits them in a
variety of ways. For example, creating
radio shows helps them take ownership
of their content and individualize the
shows to match their interests.

“Sometimes they just talk about
whatever is going on around us, (or)
school life, what they’re doing for the
weekend, a concert they’ve seen,” Davis
said. “In between, they play whatever
songs they like.”

Students also produce morning an-
nouncement videos that air on the pro-
gram’s YouTube channel, WMLZ Pro-
ductions Bedford High School.

Davis said that some students prefer
to stay off the air and behind the cam-
era, sticking to editing. Students also
can take the Adobe certification test,
which can help them gain skills valuable
to their future careers.

“They’re not all going to leave here
and be a reporter or DJ, but they all can
benefit from some public speaking
skills, which I feel like they get here,” Da-
vis added. “We always want them to do
work-based learning, so this is the per-
fect opportunity for them.”

Davis was glad the opportunity came
to work with Beaudry and MPACT so
that seniors in the program do not miss
their last opportunities to produce their
shows.

“I just thought that would be a really
great collaboration opportunity for the
kids to work in his space and then bring
it back here for us to download and put
on our station when it’s up and run-
ning,” she said.

Beaudry was excited by the opportu-
nity as well, and he added that if other
local school programs have similar
needs, there may be ways to help them.

“We’re happy to help them out, and if
any other school districts wanted to util-
ize our organization’s services, they can
feel free to contact us.” For more infor-
mation about MPACT, visit mpactstu-
dio.org.

ON the Net: Bedford High School
Broadcast Program’s YouTube channel,
www.youtube.com/@wmlzproduc-
tionsbedfordhigh6427

Students
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